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ILLINOIS AGRICULTURE 
be State of Illinois is blessed with some of the richest agricultural resources in the USA and In the world. Illinois 
larmers and industries produce abundant supplies of foods and agricultural products that have gained acceptance 
worldwide. 
Illinois lies midway between the Continental Divide and the Atlantic Ocean and some 500 miles north of the Gulf of 
exico . The climate is typically continental with cold winters, warm summers, and frequent short period fluctuations of 
temperature, humidity, cloudiness and wind direction. The excellent soil and well distributed annual precipitation 
Javor a very high standard of agricultural production. 
lgriculture in Illinois has been 150,000 years in the making. During the Ice Age glaciers moved across the continent, 
leveling the countryside and depositing black, fertile soil over much of the state. These black soils, rich in organic 
tontent, yield an agricultural productivity that is unsurpassed. Parts of Illinois untouched by glacial movement reveal 
Plls and valleys bedecked with timber, haystacks and grazing livestock. 
Yell known as the home of Abraham Lincoln, the state of Illinois has developed a highly diversified economy. America's 
:hird largest city, Chicago, lies adjacent to the Great Lakes region in northern Illinois. Beyond the urban industrial 
ireas, there were 90,000 farms in 1985 with more than 28 million acres of fertile farmland which comprises Illinois' 
largest industry, agriculture. 
The variation in soil types, climate and topography make it possible for Illinois farmers to grow a wide variety of 
crops. Processing vegetables are grown in the northeast, apples and peaches on the ridges where air movement is good, 
and corn, soybeans, wheat and hay in all parts of the state. Fresh market vegetables, popcorn, potatoes, horseradish 
md pumpkins are other crops which are grown commercially in Illinois. 
Ilthough many farms in the State have become specialized for the production of crops such as corn and soybeans, there 
Ire still 45,000 farms that have cattle; 23,000 farms have hogs; 6,800 have sheep; 5,900 have milk cows; and 6,300 have 
poultry. Cattle are found throughout the state but populations are most concentrated in the Northwest. Milk cow 
lumbers are concentrated in the North and Southwest. Hogs and pigs are on farms throughout the state but the largest 
populations are in the Western and Northwestern areas of the state. Livestock production contributes nearly a third of 
ihe total cash receipts from Illinois farms. 
load and agricultural product processing contribute significantly to the state's economy. Illinois is one of the top 
ranking states in meat packing, soybean processing, dairy manufacturing, corn processing, feed milling, and vegetable 
jroceesing. 
Illinois' fertile soil, favorable climate, availability of good transportation and the industry of its people make it a 
rich agricultural empire. 
ILLINOIS’ POSITION IN THE NATION’S AGRICULTURE 
: : : Illinois : Illinois 
Commodity group i Year i Unit 
i United States i 
total 
Illinois : 
total as : rank or commodity : . or average i or average : percent : among : : : :of U.S. total: States 
: 
cAsHxBcEIFTsRtOn : 
FARH -ms : 
: 
Crops : 
Livestock : 
Total : 
: 
: 
: 
MAJOR aLoPs : 
: 
Soybeans : 
Acreage : 
Yield per acre : 
Production : 
Corn : 
Acreage : 
Yield per acre : 
Production : 
Oats : 
Acreage : 
Yield per acre : 
Production : 
All Wheat : 
Acreage : 
Yield per acre : 
Production : 
All Hay : 
Acreage : 
Yield per acre : 
Production : 
: 
: 
LIVESTOCK, DAIRY & PouLlRYi 
: 
Cattle on farms : 
Fed cattle marketed : 
Pigs saved : 
Pigs saved per litter : 
Sheep on farms : 
: 
Milk production : 
Milk per cow : 
Whole milk used in manu- : 
facture of all dairy : 
products : 
Italian cheese : 
Mozzarella & similars : 
Total cheese : 
Creamed cottage cheese : 
Ice cream : 
1984 Million dollars 69,096 4,555.7 6.6 2 
1984 Million dollars 72,739 2,182.2 3.0 10 
1984 Million dolIars 141,835 6,737.g 4.8 5 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
1984 
l/1/85 1,000 head 109,801 2,500 2.3 15 
1984 1,000 head 2J 22,525 850 3.8 7 
1984 1,000 head 86,476 9,558 11.1 2 
1984 Head 7.49 7.22 -- -- 
l/l/85 1,000 head 10,443 136 1.3 18 
1984 Million pounds 135,444 2,629 1.9 12 
1984 Pounds 12,495 11,737 -- - 
1984 1,000 pounds 77,290,532 1,378,566 1.8 12 
1984 1,000 pounds 1,318,816 33,056 2.5 6 
1984 1,000 pounds 952,873 19,175 2.0 6' 
1984 1,000 pounds 4,673,784 100,701 2.2 10 
1984 1,000 pounds 734,012 47,661 6.5 3 
1984 1,000 pounds 883,525 32,860 3.7 9 
1,000 acres 
Bushels 
1,000 bushels 
1,000 acres 
Bushels 
1,000 bushels 
1,000 acres 
Bushels 
1,000 bushels 
1,000 acres 
Bushels 
1,000 bushels 
1,000 acres 
Tons 
1,000 tons 
\ 
-. *- 
: 
Chickens on farm : 12/l/84 1,000 head 
Egg production : 1984 Million eggs 
: 
: 
AGIUCULTUWKxwBT~i 
: 
All commodities : FY84 Million dollars 
Feed grains and products : FY84 Million dollars 
Soybeans and products : PY84 Million dollars 
Fats, oils and greases : FY84 Million dollars 
Live animals and meat :FY84 Million dollars 
: 
66,093 9,020 13.6 1 
28.2 32.0 - 5 
1,860,783 288,640 15.5 1 
71,776 10,940 15.2 2 
106.6 114.0 -- 15 
7,649,995 1,247,160 16.3 2 
8,123 165 2.0 12 
58.1 65.0 - 
471,921 10,725 2.3 
11 7 
.lO 
66,928 1,600 
38.8 44.0 
2,595,479 70,400 
2.4 12 
-- 
2.7 
21 13 
13 
61,585 1,220 2.0 21 
2.45 3.18 -- 9 
150,781 3,880 2.6 15 
373,953 4,200 i.i 25 
68,193 876 1.3 23 
38,027 
9,075 
7,550 
703 
1,206 
3,279 
1,751 
1,232 
8.6 
19.3 
16.3 
3.1 
3.6 
: 
Ll Tied with Minnesota for 7th place. 21 Tied with Arkansas and Ohio for 13th place. 3/ 13 States. 
8 
LmDING STBTBS IN Amxmm CASS FclccmPr8.1984 
Commodity Group : 1 : 2 : 3 : 4 : 5 : 6 : 7 : 8 : 9 : 10 
crops : Calif. ILL. IO”a Fl.4. Texas Him. Nebr. N.C. Kans. Ind . 
lsvesrock : Texas lOwa Calif. wis. Nebr . xans . Nirm. COIO. MO. Pa. 
Total : Calif. Te?za* IO-da ILL. Nebr. Mfnn. Kans . “is. Fle. N.C. 
LEAtIm SW IN CROP PrLoDumIoN, 1984 
crop :1: 2 : 3 : 4 : 5 : 6 : 7 : 8 : 9 :10 
corn, Grain : Iarra ILL. Nebr . IlId. Ninn. OhiO “18. Nich. S.D&. Ma. 
Soybeans : ILL. IO”a “inIl. hd. Ohio NO. Ark. Miss. La. Nebr . 
Wheat, All : Kans . N.Dak. 0kla. Wash. Texas S.D&. Ninn. Cola. nont. NO. 
Oat8 : S.D&. Milln. wis . N.D&. IO”a Mich. Pa. Nebr . Ohio ILL. 
be : S.Dak. Ninn. N.D&. Ga. Nebr . Okla. Hich. Pa. N.C. S.C. 
Alfalfa say : Wk. Calif. Iowa Hi**. S.D&. Nebr. Nich. Idaho Kane. ILL. 
Other Hay : MO. Texas xans . N.Y. KY. Nebr. Okla. Pa. s.D&. Tern. 
LFADlx sms IN I.IvN8.m INDusllUKs 
: Jan. 1, 1985 number an farms and ranches : Ped cattle : Total Milk 
All sheep : All cattle : markered : pige saved : 
Rank 
produced 
: and lambs : and calves : 1984 1984 1984 
j state : head 1,000 ; state : head 1,000 : Sfate : head lsooo ; state : 1,000 : 
head : 
state : Nillicm 
: wunds 
1 : Texas 1,810 Texas 14,100 Texas 090 
Nebr. Kans . :>2*0 
IO”a 21,656 km. 23,501 
: : Calif. 1,065 860 
wyo. 
Nebr. Kans. 6,100 
5,860 3:655 
NilIn. ILL. 9,558 Calif. 15,278 
6,807 N.Y. 11,405 
4 : COlO. 690 IO”a 5,600 Cola. 2,195 Ind. 6,657 Him. 10,331 
5 : S.Dak. 639 Okla. 5,300 Iowa 1,924 HO. 6,025 Pa. 9,423 
6 I N.NS. 538 Calif. 4,960 Calif. 1,131 Nebr. 5,615 Hich. 5,350 
i : Mont. Utah 515 wis. No. 4,850 
4,440 
Okla. ILL. 850 69  N.C. Ohio 3,729 Ohio 4,600 
3,091 Texas 3,850 
9 : oreg. 430 S.D&t. 4,160 S.D&. 625 lam. 2,532 IO”a 3,805 
10 : Iowa 360 Nhl. 3,550 Nim. 590 S.D&. 2,526 Wash. 3,464 
I1 : Idaho 313 Cola. 3,000 Adz. 570 “is. 12,507 MO. 2,754 
12 : b.*iz. 266 Mont. 2,960 Wash. 513 oa. 2,010 ILL. 2,629 
I 9 
